
 

Thirsk Community Primary School             
Welcome to Our SPRING TERM Newsletter  

Dear Thirsk Community, 

It is with considerable pleasure that I write to you this term, reflecting on the remarkable       

achievements and developments that have unfolded across our school. The energy, enthusiasm, 

and commitment demonstrated by our pupils, staff, and families continue to inspire and     

strengthen our school community. 

This term has been particularly rich in experiences that extend learning beyond the classroom. Our 

pupils have engaged in the NSPCC Speak Out Stay Safe workshops, equipping them with essential 

knowledge and confidence. We have celebrated World Book Day through our innovative Book 

Bistro, an event that truly captured the magic of reading and storytelling. Our Key Stage 2 pupils 

participated in a drama workshop day that brought creativity and expression to life, whilst our 

Young Voices pupils delivered a spectacular performance at Sheffield Arena—a moment of   

genuine pride for all involved. Beyond these headline events, our diverse range of clubs—from   

Science Club to Pop Choir, from Animal Club to Football Club—continue to enrich our provision 

and nurture individual interests and talents. Our sporting competitions, including cross country,  

tag rugby, and dodgeball, have showcased the competitive spirit and resilience of our young 

people. 

What has been particularly heartening is witnessing our pupils living our school values in action. 

Year 5 have demonstrated exceptional compassion through their community litter-picking           

initiative, whilst simultaneously beginning their Mini Police course—an opportunity that is fostering 

genuine engagement with our local community and developing their understanding of              

citizenship. Year 6 have embarked upon an exciting AI maths tutoring programme, which has 

proven highly effective and will be extended to Year 4 and Year 5 during the summer term. These          

initiatives represent our commitment to providing innovative, forward-thinking education that    

prepares our pupils for the future. 

I am delighted to report that our attendance continues to improve and now sits slightly above the 

national average. This achievement reflects your sustained commitment and partnership with us, 

and we remain grateful for your support in prioritising regular attendance. 

Furthermore, we have recently welcomed our Ofsted inspection team. We are immensely proud 

of the work our school community has demonstrated, and we look forward to sharing the final   

report with you once received. 

Looking ahead to September, we are pleased to announce the expansion of our Early Years    

provision. We will be welcoming 2-year-olds to our school family, and we continue to have Nursery 

and Reception places available. Our Early Years provision has consistently supported children to 

achieve above the national average for over three years, and this trend shows every sign of    

continuing. We warmly invite you to arrange a visit to experience the exceptional work                

undertaken in our Early Years. Additionally, we are delighted to confirm that Miss Botherway will 

continue to teach our Year 3/4 class throughout the summer term. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and support. 

Jake Harrison 



Nursery – The Hive  

 

This half term in Nursery, we have been exploring our theme ‘Funky Food and Moving       

Muscles’, with lots of exciting opportunities to support learning across the EYFS areas. 

 

We have been learning all about keeping our bodies healthy, including how to look after 

our teeth and make healthy choices. Our focus story, Supertato, has been a firm favourite, 

with the children thoroughly enjoying his heroic efforts to save the day from the mischievous 

Evil Pea — who has brought plenty of chaos to the Hive! These experiences have supported 

the children’s Communication and Language, Literacy, and Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development. 

 

Outdoor play has remained a big focus, with the children developing their gross motor skills 

through climbing, running, and biking. These activities are helping to build strength,  

coordination, and confidence (and hopefully encouraging some well-earned rest at 

home!). 

 

Inside the classroom, the children have enjoyed role play and small world activities linked to 

Supertato, Oliver’s Vegetables, and a range of stories about healthy eating and looking    

after our bodies. This has supported learning within Expressive Arts and Design and  

Understanding the World. 

 

We were delighted to welcome parents into Nursery for a “crafternoon” — it was lovely to 

see so many of you and to share in the creative chaos together! We also enjoyed inviting 

Giggle and Grow into the Hive for Mother’s Day crafts, where it was wonderful to meet some 

new faces and welcome them into our setting. 

 

To further develop our love of stories, we have enjoyed visits to the library, as well as         

welcoming the library into Nursery for a special story time. 

 

 





 The Early Years 

 

 

Reception  

 

This term our theme has been ‘Healthy Body, Healthy Mind’. We have read the stories; Veg 

Patch Party, Kitchen Disco and Bathroom Boogie! As well as our new favourite, Find Your    

Happy.  

 

We have learnt how to make healthy choices, for our mind and our body. This has  Included 

learning about ‘tasting the rainbow’, by eating something from each colour of the rainbow – 

everyday! In the classroom we have explored; pineapples, kiwi, mango, pears and            

blueberries, as well as sugar snap peas, peppers, corn and cucumber.  

 

After days of  squashing, cutting, and hammering them- we tasted them. Our children were 

really surprised to find out what they liked, kiwi and mango were the favourite! Finallly, we 

have learnt to tell the story Jack and the Beanstalk. Our giant voices are amazing! We     

planted our own magic beans and are currently waiting for them to grow!! 



 
KS1  

Year 1 and 2  

 
It has been a very rewarding term for Rosebery Topping, and they have worked incredibly 

hard, especially while adapting to a new teacher. They have thoroughly enjoyed their class 

book, Super Happy Magic Forest, and have produced some wonderfully creative writing, fully 

immersing themselves in the story. In maths, the focus has been on addition and subtraction, 

and they have shown great effort and determination in developing these skills. They continue 

to work diligently in phonics and are making steady progress. 

In geography, we explored whether we would prefer to live in a hot or cold country, with a 

particular interest in learning about the North and South Poles. In history, the children enjoyed 

studying the history of toys. In DT, they made healthy wraps, which linked well to our PSHE    

topic on health and well-being. In science, we explored the five senses and carried out       

investigations to understand how they help us experience the world around us. 

Well done for all the hard work! 

 

YEAR 3 & 4 Scafell  

What a busy Spring Term it has been in Year 3/4! The children have worked incredibly hard 

throughout and should be very proud of all they have achieved. 

In reading and writing, we have been exploring Cool by Michael Morpurgo, which the        

children have really enjoyed. We have then used the picture book The Door to inspire our    

writing, where we created a mysterious door in our classroom so the children could               

experience the story together. This led to some fantastic, imaginative pieces of writing and 

lots of excitement, with the children showing real ambition in their ideas and vocabulary. In 

maths, the children have been developing their skills in addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division, and have also been learning all about perimeter. They have shown great        

perseverance and determination as they have built their confidence, supporting one another 

with inclusion and demonstrating compassion. 

In the afternoons, we have been very busy across the curriculum. In Geography, we have 

been looking at the importing and exporting of food, which led to some really interesting    

discussions about where our food comes from. In History, we have been learning about       

Ancient Egypt, including the process of mummification — the children especially loved    

mummifying tomatoes! In DT, we designed and made our own slingshot cars, which the     

children worked very hard on with ambition and care. In Art, we have been focusing on    

shading and mixing paints to create different tones, producing some lovely work. In Science, 

we have been learning about forces and light, and the children have engaged thoughtfully 

in investigations, showing curiosity and inclusion in their discussions. Our PSHE has been       

centred around health and wellbeing, which has led to some thoughtful and compassionate 

conversations about how to keep ourselves healthy. In RE, we have been learning about     

Jesus and how he has inspired others, making some great links in our discussions and showing 

respect and compassion towards different beliefs. The children have also really valued their 

afternoons with Mrs Kennedy and have loved developing their French this term, supporting 

each other with inclusion and showing ambition in their learning. 

It has been a fantastic term, and we are so proud of all the effort, enthusiasm and positive  

attitudes the children have shown! 



 

Wraparound Care News  

This term we have been delighted to welcome new faces to both Breakfast and After School 

Club as well as our existing pupils.   

Reminder that our Breakfast Club is open from 7.30am and After School Club closes at 6pm. We 

have noticed a slight increase in numbers now that the hours have increased and still have spaces 

available for both clubs.  

For the first half of this term, we have remained inside the unit due to the weather and dark 

nights. Our     pupils have been very good with our creative play by using the tool station 

and shopping scenes that our friends at Giggle & Grow have kindly let us share. Some of 

our younger pupils have inspired us with their tea party menu’s and this has gone down 

very well with a lot of pupils inc the adults!  

Lego is still very popular amongst all our pupils and the items that they are constructing     

using their creative skills are great to see. As well as the lego, they have been playing with 

the wooden blocks and making various buildings, walls and more.  

The military toys have been well played with, again with many different scenarios and lots of 

different  outcomes. This has been great to see and hear the children socialise between all 

ages.  

Our arts & crafts have been used and we have coloured pictures, drawn our own, painted 

and have been sticking too.  

This half term, we have started to use the garden more with the bikes and foam blocks being a    

firm favourite for many. We are loving the sunshine and lighter nights – it really does make a     

difference to us all with lots of smiling faces.  We will be out more within the garden, field or 

on the playground. We have been playing tig, various ball skills and more.  

We love making WAC an enjoyable and exciting place to attend, whilst still making sure the       

children follow our school values, we have seen a lot of compassion this term amongst all our   

pupils towards their peers as well as to both adults.  Well done everyone!  



Year 5  

 
Year 5 have had a very busy and exciting term! 

In Writing, we have enjoyed reading a new book called ‘Varmints’, which explores animals 

living in the world and the importance of caring for our environment. This has inspired some 

fantastic pieces of writing, including thoughtful letters to local residents about littering. As part 

of this, we took part in a litter-picking trip to Millennium Green alongside the Wombles. The 

children had a brilliant time and showed great teamwork, collecting nearly eight bags of   

rubbish—an amazing achievement! In Maths, we have been focusing on fractions and      

decimals. The class have worked incredibly hard and shown great perseverance, especially 

when tackling more challenging concepts. We are very proud of their positive attitudes and 

determination. 

In PSHE, our topic has been Safety and the Changing Body. The children have explored how 

to keep themselves and others safe in a variety of situations, contributing thoughtfully to      

discussions. In RE, we have been learning about different religions and their beliefs about 

death. This has been a particularly engaging topic, with the class demonstrating maturity and 

respect during some very interesting and meaningful discussions. In History, Mrs Bendelow has 

been teaching about the Tudors, which has been a very popular topic among the children. 

Alongside this, the class have also been learning about the oceans and how we can protect 

them, linking nicely to our environmental focus this term. 

Well done, Year 5, for all your hard work and enthusiasm! 

 

 

 

Year 6  

 

 

Year 6 have had a fantastic and productive half term, showing great determination and     

enthusiasm across all areas of learning. In maths, pupils have explored fractions, decimals and 

percentages, and are showing great engagement and dedication during our AI tutoring    

sessions. In English, the class have thoroughly enjoyed studying Goodnight Mister Tom, using it 

as inspiration for a wide range of writing, including heartfelt letters as evacuees, engaging 

newspaper reports on William’s disappearance, and beautifully crafted narratives - which will 

even be sent to the author. 

Across the curriculum, Year 6 have continued to shine, taking part in energetic fitness circuits 

in PE and exploring the fascinating topic of evolution in science. Throughout all their learning, 

pupils have truly embodied our school values of ambition, compassion and inclusion,          

supporting one another and striving to achieve their very best.   

 

 

 



   Easter Crafternoon in Nursery  



Competitions Spring Term  

Swimming Year 5&6, Tag Rugby 5&6 

Cross Country Year 3-6, KSI fun run, Dodgeball Year 5&6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done  to everyone who competed in the inter school 

Cross Country tournament.  

Elsie from year 5 came second overall in her age group ….. 

Amazing!!! She also headed to the High School  for the 

 inter school finals and placed fourth! What an achievement. 

 



YEAR 1 and 2 Fun Run  

Please visit our Facebook page or website for the 

full collection of photo’s  

Our Year 1 and Year 2 pupils recently took part in a fantastic School Games 

fun run and showed great enthusiasm from start to finish. The children gave it 

their all as they ran around the course, cheering each other on and demon-

strating wonderful teamwork and determination. 

The event was a brilliant opportunity for pupils to be active, enjoy the out-

doors and take part in a friendly sporting challenge. It was lovely to see so 

many smiling faces and such positive attitudes throughout the run. 



Dodgeball Year 5 and 6 



  ANIMAL CLUB 

This half term we have had the absolute pleasure to have Aquatic Finatic run Animal club within school.  

The children were in awe of the variety of animals they got to meet!  

We learned about the animals natural habitat, diet and food chains 

This was a hands on experience that creates a bond between people and animals and helps increase 

Speaking and Listening skills 

We undertook activities with the pets to enable the creation of drawings, storytelling and literature. 

 

Year 6 Pupil voice... ''I loved animal club because there were so many activities and things to do! The    

animals were adorable and cute! we got to make small habitats for Lizards and reptiles. I would totally 

recommend!'' 



 HALF TERM CHAMPIONS January assembly 

 



 

How amazing are our Year 1 and 2 Roseberry class pupils. They have 

spent this term learning to play the ukelele with the very talented Mrs 

Jackson. We are very proud of them all!  

MUSICAL ACHIEVEMENTS 



 

BOOK BISTRO  



 

YOUNG VOICES 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another unforgettable, high-energy musical  

experience for our school pupils! This year featuring 

massive choir performances of popular songs like 

"Wicked" and "Power in Me".  We got to share the 

spotlight with Urban Strides and Americana artist  

Harriet Rose, with the best live band, spectacular 

lighting and the opportunity to perform in a major 

arena. Just WOW!!!  



 

WE GOT TO MEET 

ONE OF THE  

SINGERS!!!! 



WORLD BOOK DAY 2026 

SOME OF  OUR CHILDREN’S 

AMAZING DESIGNS 



DRAMA WORKSHOP KS2 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSc0IIDfaBEbTZsSxPXiMEvGA2Fm1oR89cAizToOIb4hRW9TwA/viewform?usp=preview  

The lovely Becky from The Thunk it Theatre Drama company joined us to 

undertake  a Dream world workshop with our KS2 pupils.   

The day was all about drama, performance, and confidence-building. 

Becky brought the energy and spread this to the children who loved   

creating and talking about their own dreamworld! Their imaginations 

were well and truly sparked!  

For anyone interested, The Thunk it Theatre group hold monthly SEND 

drama sessions at The Rural Arts on the last Saturday of each month. This 

is the link to sign up or you can scan the QR code on the poster below  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0IIDfaBEbTZsSxPXiMEvGA2Fm1oR89cAizToOIb4hRW9TwA/viewform?usp=preview
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0IIDfaBEbTZsSxPXiMEvGA2Fm1oR89cAizToOIb4hRW9TwA/viewform?usp=preview




EASTER EGGstravaganza!!!!  

We are so lucky to have received a HUGE donation of 

Easter eggs via The Yorkshire Children’s charity. Their 

amazing Donors personally bought and delivered this 

amazing selection of treats for our school so that each 

and every child would receive one!  

We are so grateful to The Log Shed and Farewells Funerals 

 

Thank you for choosing us for this fantastic donation, we 

want you to know that you have made a lot of children 

smile with your generous gesture and want you to know 

how much this kindness has meant to our school family!  

https://www.yorkshirechildrenscharity.org/ 





 

2025—2026 Term Dates  

 

This is also available to view on our 

school website 





 Thirsk Community Primary School 

Attendance Matters   SPRING TERM  

Attendance Matters: 

School gates open at 8.40am ready to start learning at 

8.50am 

Good attendance at school improves your child’s learning 

at school 

Good attendance and punctuality at Primary school help 

form good attendance habits – for high school and 

eventually for the world of work! 

If your child is ill or not able to attend school, please always 

If your child’s absence falls below 93% this is cause for concern and will be monitored. 

f your child’s attendance is below 90%, it is classed as Persistent Absence 

Persistent Absence from school affects your child’s learning and achievement. 

If you need support with improving your child’s attendance, please speak to the 

schools attendance leader Mrs Kennedy  

Our School attendance target is 96% 



 
 
 

LOCAL NEWS  
 
Our Easter programme  at The Ritz Cinema, Thirsk 

 
 

ALL EVENING PERFOMANCES START AT 7.30 PM, MATINEES AT 2.30 PM 

ONLINE BOOKING AVAILABLE AND PURCHASE ON THE DOOR 

ALL NORMAL PERFORMANCES TICKETS £6.00 , FROM 3 RD April £7. Plus £1.00 online booking fee if booked 

online. 

National Theatre Live performances – prices as below 

TICKETS : ADULT £15, CHILD (UNDER 15) £10.00  

WITH £1.00 BOOKING FEE , ADULT £16, CHILD £11. 

(NOT ALL PERFORMANCES ARE SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN) 

Title   
Date  to be shown at Ritz Cine-

ma,Thirsk 

NT Live: Hamlet  (12a) 

Olivier Award winner Hiran Abeysekera (Life of 
Pi) is Hamlet in this fearless contemporary take on 

Shakespeare’s famous tragedy 

Friday 27 March 2026 

GOAT (PG). 

Saturday 28 th and Sunday 29 th 
March 2026 

MATINEES ONLY 

Mother’s Pride (12A) 
Starring Martin Clunes, Mark Addy 

Saturday 28 March to Thursday 2 
April 2026   

Wed matinee 1 st April 

HOPPERS (U) 

Saturday 4th, Sunday 5th and Wed 8 
th April 2026   

MATINEES ONLY 

The Bride ! (15) 

Starring Jessie Buckley, Jake Gyllenhaul, Christian Bale, An-

nete Bening.Penelope Cruz and Peter Sarsgaard 

Friday 3 rd  April to Thursday 9 th 
April 2026  



 
CRAFTERNOON and COMIC RELIEF 2026 

Wear something funny for money 

We raised £ 74.70 – THANK YOU!!!!  

Thank you to all the families that joined us for the  

afternoon of Easter crafting!  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUMMER TERM 1   
Bee Netball tournament Thursday 16th April 

Year 3 / 4  girls football tournament Tuesday 21st April 

Special lunch – curry club Thursday 23rd April 

Year 5/6 panathlon  Friday  24th April 

Dynamo Cricket  tournament  Y5/6 Thursday 30th April 

Dynamo Cricket Y3/4 tournament Friday 8th May 

SATS week Monday 11th May – 14th May 

Special lunch – Seaside Monday 18th May 

Summer Term 2   
Sportshall athletics Y5/6 tournament Thursday 4th June 

Peat Rigg Year 6 Mon June 8th – Fri 11th 

Sportshall Athletics Y3/4 Thursday 11th June 

Special Lunch – world cup 

Mini tennis tournament Y3/4 
Thursday 18th June 

Gymnastics Tournament    Thursday 25th June 

Rugby Taster Day 

Multi Skills Y1/2 Tournament 

 

Thursday 9th July 

Sports Day and Year 6 Leavers play  To be confirmed  

PE WEEK 

 

Mon 13th July– Thursday 16th  

Leavers special Lunch Wed 15th July 

Break up at 2.30 

 

Staff training day  

 

School reopens for 2027 Autumn Term  

THURSDAY 16th JULY  

 

Monday 7th September 

 

Tuesday 8th September 

 

Dates for your Diary  



EXTRA CURRICULAR CLUBS  

If you would like to book a place for your child there are 

spare forms at the office. Payment can be made on  

Arbor or at the office.  

If you have any queries about these clubs or accessibility 

please come and speak to one of the office staff. 




